“Young Goodman Brown”

Discussion Notes

· The Puritan mind is portrayed as more obsessed with evil than it is with good.

· In the popular mind, Puritans sometimes seem more concerned with eliminating the evil that they think surrounds them than cultivating the good within.

· Because of the obsession with evil, the Puritan is constantly suspicious of those around him.

· Young Goodman Brown becomes a lonely, mean man because he can never trust another human being.

· The knowledge that Brown receives on that night is that no one is perfect.

· Even his beloved Faith (Allegorical significance of the name) is subject to lapses, imperfections, and evil moments.

· Brown’s choice is to reject these fallen humans or to accept them.

Allegory:
a literary device in which the events of a narrative obviously and continuously refer to another simultaneous structure of events or ideas, whether historical events, moral or philosophical ideas, or natural phenomena. In other words, the entire story is symbolically significant. This extended symbolism might include setting, characters, and plot.

